
U�· AMERICAN ACADEMY ii OF OPHTHALMOLOGY' 

What is a corneal ulcer? 
A corneal ulcer is an open sore on the cornea. 
The cornea covers the iris and the round pupil, 
much like a watch crystal covers the face of a 
watch. A corneal ulcer usually results from an eye 
infection, but severe dry eye or other eye 
disorders can cause it. 
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What are the symptoms of 
corneal ulcer? 
Symptoms of corneal ulcers include: 

• redness of the eye
• severe pain and soreness of the eye
• the feeling of having something in your eye
• tearing
• pus or other discharge
• blurred vision
• sensitivity to light
• swelling of the eyelids
• a white spot on your cornea that you may

or may not be able to see when looking in
the mirror

See your ophthalmologist immediately if you 
think you have a corneal ulcer or have any eye 
symptoms that concern you. Corneal ulcers can 
badly and permanently damage your vision and 
even cause blindness if they are not treated. 
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Eye anatomy 

® Eye Words to Know 
Cornea: Clear, dome-shaped window of 
the front of your eye. It focuses light into 
your eye. 

Iris: The colored part of your eye. 

Pupil: The opening at the center of the iris 
that allows light to enter the eye. 
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Summary 
A corneal ulcer is an open sore on the cornea. It 
usually results from an eye infection. See your 
ophthalmologist immediately if you think you 
have a corneal ulcer. They can permanently 
damage your vision and even cause blindness if 
they are not treated. Eye drops are usually the 
treatment of choice. If you cannot be treated 
with medication, a corneal transplant can restore 
vision. A corneal transplant may also be needed if 
a scar remains after treatment with medicine. 
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Get more information about corneal ulcer 
from EyeSmart-provided by the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology-at aao.org/ 
corneal-ulcer-link. 
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