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.. lntraocular Lenses (IOL) for Cataract Surgery 

Some IOLs have different focusing powers within 
the same lens. These are called multifocal and 
accommodative lenses. These IOLs reduce your 
dependence on glasses by giving you clear vision 
for more than one set distance. 

• Multifocal IOL: Provides both distance and
near focus at the same time. The lens has
different zones set at different powers.

• Extended depth-of-focus lenses: Similar to
multifocal lenses, extended depth-of-focus
(EDOF) lenses sharpen near and far vision,
but with only one corrective zone, which
"extends" to cover both distances. This may
mean less effort to re-focus between
distances.

• Accommodative IOL: Lens moves or changes
position inside your eye, allowing focusing at
different distances.

For people with astigmatism, there is an IOL 
called a toric lens. Astigmatism is a refractive 
error caused by an uneven curve in your cornea 

The IOL implant permanently replaces the 
natural lens. 
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or lens. The toric lens is designed to correct that 
refractive error. 

As you plan for your cataract surgery, talk to 
your ophthalmologist about your vision needs and 
expectations. They will explain IOL options for 
you in more detail. 

Summary 
An intraocular lens (IOL) is a clear, artificial lens 
for the eye. It replaces your eye's cloudy natural 
lens when you have cataract surgery. There 
are different kinds of IOLs. A monofocal IOL 
is usually set for clear distance vision, with 
eyeglasses needed for reading or close work. 
Multifocal and accommodative IOLs provide clear 
vision at more than one distance. Torie IOLs 
correct the refractive errors that come with 
astigmatism. 

Your ophthalmologist will discuss IOLs with you. 

Watch a cataract video from the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology's EyeSmart program 
at aao.org/cataract-surgery-link. 
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