




Summary 
A laser is an intense beam of light. In surgery, 
one type of laser can be used to create heat 
energy, and another can be used to cut or sculpt. 
Ophthalmologists often use lasers in surgery to 
treat certain eye problems, including glaucoma, 
diabetic retinopathy, macular degeneration, 
refractive errors, and others. 

Laser surgery has advantages over other types 
of surgery. With some laser procedures, there is 
much less risk of infection from the laser light. 
Also, it offers the surgeon greater control and 
more precision than a surgical knife. And with 
laser procedures you can go home sooner and 
recover more quickly. Like any surgery, 
however, there are risks of side effects and 
complications. Your ophthalmologist can talk 
with you about those. 

If you have any questions about your eyes or 
your vision, speak with your ophthalmologist. 
They are committed to protecting your sight. 
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Get more information about laser eye surgery 
from EyeSmart, provided by the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology at aao.org/lasik-link. 
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